
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Mr. William BOURDON & Mr. Francisco TEIXEIRA DA MOTA – Rui PINTO’s Counsels 

 
 
The undersigned lawyers hereby declare that their client, Mr. Rui PINTO, takes responsibility 
for handing over at the end of 2018,  to the Platform to Protect Whistleblowers in Africa 
(PPLAAF), a hard-drive containing all data related to the recent revelations concerning Ms. 
Isabel DOS SANTOS’s fortune, her family’s and all the actors that might be involved in the 
fraudulent operations committed at the expense of the Angolan State and, if so, other foreign 
States. 
 
Mr. Rui PINTO has therefore sought to help understanding complex operations conducted with 
the complicity of banks and jurists which not only impoverish the people and the State of 
Angola, but may have seriously damaged Portugal’s general interest.  
 
He indicates that he handed over this hard-drive, in the fulfillment of what he considers to be 
a duty of citizenship and without any counterpart, after becoming aware of the missions 
pursued by PPLAAF organization, letting them use the data as they wished.  
 
Mr. Rui PINTO is glad to see that, thanks to the intense work of the journalists’ consortium ICIJ, 
all data have been exploited, verified, validated and have therefore spearheaded the 
revelations that will necessarily lead up to the opening of a criminal investigation in many 
countries including Portugal  
 
The proof is made that, without the immense Luanda leaks revelations, made possible thanks 
to our client, the regulatory, police and judicial authorities would have done nothing. Thanks to 
and only thanks to our client, Portuguese citizens and the world have access to the truth of an 
extraordinary system of predation and corruption, seriously damaging to Portugal, Angola and 
other countries. 
 
Decisions already made by the Bank of Portugal, PWC and others to come demonstrate the 
exceptional importance of the Luanda leaks revelations. The responsibility of the portuguese 
authorities is now to act and to open the investigations – already open in Angola - which are 
necessary and, in the meantime, collect an huge amount of money,  but, it must be said, these 
same authorities, that keep Rui Pinto in prison for almost one year, under the pretext of an 
attempted extortion, until this moment only asked for his collaboration for his self-
incrimination. 



 
Our client wishes to remind that this collaboration with PPLAAF and the ICIJ is related 
exclusively to the handing-over of this hard drive and that it doesn’t undermine the historical 
cooperation he has carried out with the European Investigative Collaborations consortium (EIC) 
since the first revelations of Football Leaks. 
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